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Principals’ Message  
As you know, at Bowers, students are asked on 
a regular basis to set learning goals and reflect 
upon their learning. During parent conferences, 
I am sure you heard about all the progress your 
child has made towards earlier goals. We were 
so thrilled that 94% of our families participated 
in conferences! As we enter the final month of 
2019, please take a moment to sit and talk with 
your child to discuss what they are learning and 
how you can assist them in achieving their new 
math, writing and reading goals. 

We look forward to seeing many of you at the 
upcoming winter concert.  As we approach 
winter break please encourage your child to 
continue reading at home each day.  A great 
way to do this is by having them participate in 
the Read and Bead with Reading Chains 
program (see pg.8).  

As 2019 comes to a close, we thank you for 
your continuous support and involvement in 
your child’s learning.  We wish you and your 
loved ones a wonderful holiday season. 

     Sincerely, 
                  Mary Lou Ruggiero 
                      Max Echevarria 

 

Newsletters 
Enjoy reading about all the events 
happening in our school! 

Kindergarten Newsletter 1st Grade Newsletter 

2nd Grade Newsletter 3rd Grade Newsletter 

4th Grade Newsletter Bowers Power Writer 

STEM Spotlight District Newsletter 

 

 

December Calendar of Events 
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School Spirit  

Day - Wear 

Bowers Blue! 
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PTA Holiday 
Shop 

6-7:30 

11 
  A 
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   B 

PTA Meeting 
6:30 - 7:30 

13 
C 
→ CCMC Pajama 
Day For the Kids! 
→ Polar Express 
Movie Night 6:30 
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 B 
Winter Concert 

2:00- K-2 
2:45-gr. 3-4 

23 

 C  
Early 

Dismissal 
12:40 
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No School 

Winter Break  
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Winter Break 
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No School 
Winter Break 
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Winter Break 

31 
 No School 
Winter Break 

 

   

 

Please read this important notice about Early Dismissals 
from Superintendent Geary.  See further details on page 6. 

 6 

Inclement Weather 
Inclement Weather Plans… 
❅ As winter weather approaches, we want to remind all of our 
families to make sure to have a plan in place in the event of an 
early dismissal due to inclement weather.  
Winter Weather Gear… 
❅ Also, please note that, weather permitting, we go outside for 
recess each day.  Please make sure that your child has 
appropriate winter weather gear including hats, gloves or 
mittens, jackets, boots and snow pants, if appropriate.  Placing 
your child’s name in all items ensures that they will be returned 
to your child if lost.  Thanks for your cooperation. 
Inclement Weather Schedules… 
❅ Please check out the FYI section of the Bugle for Emergency 
Dismissal, Two Hour Delay, and Three Hour Delay start and end 
times.  

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ByQNbI8437KOp2TGiiiH893LDZS5crPs/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lByqcdVX8HK4nJVt2xMuJ-6-LMuZJByL2LK-750lphE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JfYbuSmN_xa7uPDG90TcC0pVOTWjxyqUAe6G_wU_oJY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZUmWzBXP5CyDUo06bcmbc-NBYI8KHCpeBGkgDe1Dm9s/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X5K8adgQl5pmx-Zre47t6N4GVcpYu90A/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzt5fWc9aPVINnd0N3ItZFFpRjNkbzZNMjYwTUJPOEZuVFRJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzt5fWc9aPVIRDVFQURxUzRLSHlqeGZObkZpX1lZbkRrRXhR/view?usp=sharing
https://ct50000127.schoolwires.net/cms/lib/CT50000127/Centricity/domain/4/newsletters/mps%20this%20week/winter%2019-20/MPS%20Dec.%201.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GEFY5rjdKB1M7oOp4x3Mz4wi2Xv1j7pG1dobL_kM3Vo/edit?usp=sharing


  

 
Bowers Bulldog News 

Celebrating Reading Together 
We are proud of our Bowers Bulldogs as they continue to make strides in their reading. 

Pictured here are some of our students in Mrs. Then and Mrs. Cleary’s classes using their 

pointer power as they buddy read.  A special thanks to our fourth grade students in Miss 

Gunther’s class for being such great role models and for showing our K students the 

importance of reading.  Let us continue our celebration of reading during winter break with 

our Read and Bead with Reading Chains program.  More details can be found in the Media 

Monthly News section and pg. 8. 

 

 
Picture This! 

If you can’t wait until the second Tuesday of the month to see all that is happening at Bowers, be sure to check out 
the district Facebook page.  Mrs. Garcia keeps our section up to date with some awesome pictures showcasing our 
Bowers Family. 

 

 
Coding 

Ms. Colman continues to find ways to challenge our 
students by asking them to apply their mathematical 
skills as they explore the computer science field.  Our 
fourth graders have been fine tuning their coding skills 
through the code.org website.  Be sure to ask them to 
give you a demonstration. 

Giving Thanks 
During Parent Conference 
week, our PTA outdid 
themselves.  As always, 
they provided our Bowers 
Staff with delicious snacks 
and lunches.  In addition, 
our families were given an 
opportunity to purchase books through the Usborne 
book fair they sponsored.  Please accept our deepest 
appreciation for all that you do for our families, staff and 
students.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/MPS-Pride-Manchester-CT-Public-Schools-1677756609137170/
https://code.org/about


 
 

Preparations 
Our students have been practicing and preparing for one 
of the most highly anticipated events of the year, the 
Winter Concert.  They look forward to showcasing their 
talents in front of a live audience on December 20th. 
Keep an eye out for further details in the weeks ahead. 
In the meantime check out a rehearsal pics from our 4th 
grade band and chorus.  

 

Non-Fiction Preview 
As you know, several of our grades have shifted to a new 
focus on reading non-fiction texts.  Students are learning 
some essential skills including recognizing text features, 
text structures, and how to locate main ideas and 
details.   Below are some of Mrs. Evans students 
previewing some non-fiction texts during independent 
reading time.  

 
 

 

Districtwide Pajama Day 
MPS will be participating in PJ Day on Friday, December 
13th.  In the past 4 years, we have raised over $16,000 
and made thousands of cards for the children being 
treated at the CT Children's Medical Center. Students 
and staff are encouraged to wear pjs in support of the 
children at CCMC.  Donation of $1.00 will be collected.  
 

Christmas Wish CT Continues 
Emma Grabowski, one of our 4th graders, continues to 
spearhead efforts at our school to collect school supply 
donations for children and families in crisis.  This 
important cause ends December 6th, please consider 
joining her efforts.   Collection boxes can be found in 
strategic locations throughout our school.  
 

 

 
Tell Me Who You Are 

This month, in our TMWYA section, we spotlight Mrs. Dixon’s class.  Her students have been exploring and learning 

about the cultures that make up their classroom.  Students have had the opportunity to hear from some adults as 

well.  This includes one of our parents, Nana Boaten, who presented about Ghana and Mr. Tincopa, 

para-educator,who presented about his family’s country of origin, Peru. 

 

  

 

 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B83jy6EibQAjUkxaMmFKcFpMU0g3RkkyUU5BYkdYbUZjR2Ew/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B83jy6EibQAjUkxaMmFKcFpMU0g3RkkyUU5BYkdYbUZjR2Ew/view?usp=sharing
http://give.connecticutchildrens.org/site/TR?fr_id=1250&pg=entry


 
 

Unified Arts Update 

Physical Education Happenings: 

Kindergarten through Second 
Graders have been working on 
soccer skills. Ask your student 
what part of their foot they should 
pass with. 
 

Third and Fourth graders are 
finishing up their fitness tests. The 
last test for them is the push-up test. 
We hope they are practicing at 
home.  Students are reminded with 
winter weather to pack sneakers in their backpack if 
they are not wearing them to school so that they can 
be prepared for 
Physical Education.  
 
Picture is of Jack Stone 
practicing  for his 
curl-up test.  
~Ms. Suitor 
 
Art: 

Dear Friends, 
The holiday season is upon us and the Festival of 
Trees & Traditions is underway at the Wadsworth. If 
you get a chance, I recommend stopping by and 
experiencing it for yourself. The Festival is open 
everyday through December 8. To the right are two 
wonderful "My Neighborhood" paintings by 
Kindergarten students Genevieve and Francesca.  
 ~Mr. Vernali 

 

 

 

 

Music: 

Hello Parents and Families, 
 
Students of all grade levels are excitedly preparing for this 
year’s Winter Concert! It will be held on Friday, December 
20th in the Bowers Gym. Kindergarten, 1st Grade, and 2nd 
Grade will perform at 2:00, and 3rd and 4th Grade will 
perform at 2:45. We look forward to seeing you there to 
share what the students have been practicing. I will be 
sending additional information out soon with more details! 
 
In addition to preparing for their performances, students of 
all grades have been challenging themselves with musical 
movement. Grades K-1 are improving their body 
awareness while moving to music, and grades 2-4 are 
learning how to perform more difficult folk dances! 
 
Please feel free to email me with any questions at 
apeck@mpspride.org. 
Sincerely,~Ms.  Peck 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Golden Awards 

Congratulations to the Golden Award winners for the month of November! Great job demonstrating our school 

wide expectations including being engaged learners and being safe and respectful in both our words and actions! 

Golden Book Awards -  Mrs. Estrella and Mrs. Tryon              Golden Recorder - Miss Butler and Mrs. Then 

Golden Volleyball Award - Mrs. Garre and Mrs. Garcia          Golden Cylinder (K-2) - Mrs. Then 

Golden Paintbrush - Mrs. Cleary and Mrs. Garcia                    Golden Cylinder (3-4) -  Miss Valencia 

 

https://www.thewadsworth.org/festivaloftrees/?utm_source=Director%27s+Message+December+2019&utm_campaign=December+2019+Director%27s+Message&utm_medium=email
https://www.thewadsworth.org/festivaloftrees/?utm_source=Director%27s+Message+December+2019&utm_campaign=December+2019+Director%27s+Message&utm_medium=email
mailto:apeck@mpspride.org


 
 

Media Monthly News 
 

We’re immersed in nonfiction!  
In K-2 we’ve been reading about animals and animal 
characteristics and looking at the Table of Contents and 
the labels on illustrations.  Two of our favorite nonfiction 

titles are: What if You Had Animal Eyes  and Earth!: My 
First 4.54 Billion Years.  Our 3rd and 4th graders are 
coding this month using code.org. 
 
Reading at home and Read & Bead with Reading Chains 

There were so many students who did not get a chance 
to keep track of their at-home reading this past summer 
and in the fall that we created an extra reading chain 
event for them. 
 
Those students can keep track of their at-home reading 
over winter break (calendar and details attached), bring 
it in and create a reading chain. They can then show off 
their at-home reading with all the others who have 
already received theirs. All it takes is reading each day of 
the break. Keep reading! 

Special Book Highlight 
We are Grateful Otsalieheliga 
by Traci Sorell,Illus. by Frané 
Lessac 
From the book’s cover: “Debut 
author Traci Sorell, a citizen of 
the Cherokee Nation, invites 
readers to journey through the 
year with a Cherokee family 
and their tribal nation as they 
express thanks for celebrations 
big and small.” 
A beautiful picture book on thankfulness, and the 
illustrations are rich with color and meaning. Read the 
notes in the back of the book to learn more about the 
Cherokee language, see the Cherokee Syllabary and to 
discover other resources on the vibrant Cherokee 
culture.  

Family Resource Center (FRC) Update 
 
Hello from the Family Resource Center! November has 
been a busy month. In K-2 Lunch Bunches, we read the 
book Apples Up On Top by Dr. Seuss and we focused on 
what the kids were learning in their grades in Math. In 
Kindergarten, we worked on counting 1-10 and less 
than, greater than, and equal to with An Apples Up On 
Top dot marker activity. In 1st grade, we played a dice 
game where the students rolled dice to find their 
number on a number line. After finding the number, 
they added or subtracted to find their answers using the 
number line. 2nd graders got to play Bingo. The trick 
was to roll the dice and count the place value blocks to 
advance in the game. All students worked hard on their 
math skills while still having fun! 
In our 3rd and 4th grade Positive Youth Development 
groups, we worked on creative thinking with brain 
teasers. These brain teasers helped the kids to “think 
outside the box” to find the hidden meanings. Ask your 
students about it if they didn’t bring the papers home! 
 
New this month in the FRC are special awards for 
students who put forth an extra effort, show positive 
behavior, and embracing what we are learning. These 
awards are called FRC Shining Stars Awards. Our first 
awards go to two 3rd graders and four 4th graders. 
These Shining Stars are: Jamison Thereault, Seth 
Glasgow, Sheldon Douglas, Landon Pagan, Ayden 
Cunningham and Kirkpatrick Cunningham 
Thank you for shining bright in the FRC! 
 
FRC Book Giveaway Winners for April: 

K- Rowan Nowak           1st- Kenny Tran 

2nd- Robbie Summers   3rd- Gabriella Floran 

4th- Patlice Boahen 
Mrs. Tuohey will stop by your classrooms so you can 
choose a book. 
 
If you are in need of assistance for the upcoming 
holiday, please let me know as soon as you can!  If you 
aren’t signed up for an FRC program, but would like to, 
please contact Krista Tuohey at 860-647-3521 ext. 73506 
or ktuohey@mpspride.org. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

FYI 
 

SAFETY and SECURITY at BOWERS 
● All visitors must enter through the main entrance on Princeton.  
● When picking your child up in the office, please note that ID is required. 
● Visitors, including family members, will only be able to eat lunch with children during our Family Resource 

Center Lunch Bunch Programs. 
● When buzzed into the office or MELC program, please do not let others enter with you. Kindly let them 

know that our security procedures dictate that each person wishing to enter must ring the doorbell and 
given entry by either office staff or MELC staff. Thanks for your cooperation! 

 

Inclement Weather Schedules 

Emergency Dismissal Delayed Opening 2 hour Delay Delayed Opening 3 hour Delay 

Start: 9:10 End: 11:40 Start: 11:10 End: 3:40 Start: 12:10 End: 3:40 

 

 

Start and End Times Regular Schedule Days 
Start: 9:10  End: 3:40 

Start and End Times Early Dismissal Days 
Start: 9:10  End: 12:40 

 
 

Transportation 
● Do you have questions about transportation?  Check out the District Transportation Handbook here. 

 
 

Lunch Time Teacher  
Substitutes Needed 

● Lunch Time Teachers needed to monitor students during their lunch waves.  If interested in this part-time 
position which affords you the opportunity to get to know your child’s school from the inside, please call the 
school office at 860-647-3313. Thanks! 

 
 

Early Pickups and Late Arrivals 
● When picking up your child early for an appointment or other event, please send a note to the main office. 
● On the note please indicate the time and purpose for pick-up.  We will then communicate this information 

to the teacher. Please note that all pick ups must be communicated to the office prior to 3:00 pm. 
● Prior to departing, please do not forget to sign your child out. 
● When students are being brought to school after the 9:10 start time, please be sure to bring your child to 

the main office and sign them in.  

 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/18kIDVo0jZdu0Eovs5pzMRUg6OSTSUlxPfw1RjaXzcFk/edit?usp=sharing


 
 

 
 
 

SAFETY AT BOWERS SCHOOL 
During Arrival and Dismissal Times  

 

● Please see the map below which designates areas where student drop off is allowed. There is no parking or 
standing on Princeton Street in front of the school between Henry and Harvard. If you want to see your 
child enter the school building, please park your car and walk your child to the entrance door. 

● The first bell rings at 9:00 and this is when walkers/dropped-off students may enter the building. While we make 
every effort to have a staff member by the arrival doors by 8:50 am, this is not always possible. Please do not 
drop off students early. 

● All students and family members who cross Henry Street should do so at the corner with the crossing guard or at 
the cross walk by the entrance to the bus loop. 

 
Thanks for your cooperation! 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Dear Bowers Families,  

 

We are excited that so many of our students continued to read at home during the months of 

September and October with our Read and Bead with Reading Chains program!  In an effort to 

ensure that all students have an opportunity to participate, we are encouraging students to 

read over winter break.  Please be mindful that this is only for students that have not 

already received a Reading Chain.  

 

Read and Bead with Reading Chains enables students to keep track of each day that they 

have read or have been read to beyond the school day on the Read and Bead Calendar.  They 

can color the box or simply add a check mark. Each day of reading earns the student a bead 

that can be added to a reading chain. These beads can also be exchanged for special beads at 

the exchange rate that is listed below:   

 

1 Bead - 1 Day of Reading  

1 Glitter Bead - 3 Days of Reading  

1 Special Bead - 5 Days of Reading 

 

This program will end on January 6th, and all calendars should be turned in to your child’s 

classroom teacher by January 10th.  In January, students will have the opportunity to pick 

their beads and create their reading chains. 

   

 

Happy Reading!  

 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NgCbKTGnZv6kCJkmm8pv3Eb5UrBQqSSl/view?usp=sharing


 

 

 
The PTA Pipeline 

 

Bowers Families, 

Welcome to December! Unbelievable- but our next PTA Pipeline will go out in 2020.  We 

hope it has been a great year so far- filled with fun and friends.  In November the PTA held 

our Usborne Book Fair.  It was a great success again this year.  Almost $2000 in books were bought by our Bowers 

community and because of that we were able to purchase quite a few books for our classroom wish lists.  We also had 

our “conference luncheon”- where our Bowers families supplied a light lunch and snacks for our busy staff on 

conference days.  Many thanks to everyone who was able to participate in the book fair and lunch- we know it is a busy 

time of year - every time you participate in PTA events you help us accomplish our goals for the year.    We will be 

having our Scholastic Book Fair and putting together lunch again during our March conference days.  Please keep 

bringing in Box Tops for Education!  The program is changing but they still give credit for unexpired Box Tops.  You 

can also download and use the new Box Top app from : 

www.boxtops4education.com 

Important Dates (volunteers needed for both Holiday Shop & Movie Night). 

December 10th- Penguin Patch Holiday Shop.  Bowers students come shop for family and 

friends. Children can pick from many low cost gifts and have their choices “wrapped” so they 

can surprise family and friends with a gift they pick out on their own.  Event runs from 6-7:30 

in the gym.  

December 12th-PTA meeting- 6:30 in the library.  We’re in the process of planning “family 

fun nights”- please join us if you have an interest in helping or are curious about what else 

we’re up to in the new year!  

December 13th- Polar Express Movie Night- 6:30.  This movie night is our ONLY drop off 

movie night of the year.  We will be showing Polar Express.  Families are welcome to attend 

this event together (free movie, free craft and concessions for $1 each) OR school aged 

children can be dropped off ($3 per child- MUST be in school at Bowers) to enjoy the movie 

and craft with our volunteers.   Students being dropped off should be picked up by 8:00 when 

our event ends.  

We currently have 85 members in our Bowers PTA.  Our goal for the year is 110 members- if you have not become a 

member but have questions, please contact us, we’d love to have you as part of the team.  We will be starting budget 

and event planning for next year- we need your input.   You do not have to be a member to attend PTA meetings!! 

Everyone is welcome at meetings-We want to hear from you! 

Stacey, Kristy, Sarah, Nina, Chrissy and Deanna 

Bowers PTA  

BowersSchoolPTA@gmail.com 

 

Like us on Facebook to stay connected! 
 
 

mailto:BowersSchoolPTA@gmail.com

